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FROM THE EDITOR

Ioften joke with South Africans about the incredible emphasis
placed on matric exam performance. A person could reach her
golden years, having been an accomplished professional for many,
many years — a doctor, a lawyer, a professor — or she could have
published several books, held multiple degrees in varying fields,
served as the CEO of a large organisation, or even won the Noble
Prize - but, regardless of any of those accomplishments and no
matter how many decades have passed since she graduated high
school, what's the praise that will most often be mentioned: you
know, she got 10 distinctions!

However you fared in your matric exams, know that your life is only just beginning. For
those of you who did well, don't rest on your laurels and risk making high school the
highlight of your life. For those who didn’t do as well as you'd hoped, don’t be discour-
aged from reaching for your dreams; this isn’t the end, it’s only the beginning (and test-
taking, believe it or not, is a skill that can be learned and improved on with time, practice
and a bit of patience). Pick yourself up and keep moving forward. Don’t mistake a speed
bump in the road of life for an insurmountable climb up Mt Everest. Equally important,
don't let yourself be caught comparing your performance to that of others. Test grades
unfortunately don't take into account effort, enthusiasm or even growth. One person’s ‘C’
is another person’s‘A’— and vice versa; just because someone did well doesn’'t mean he
didn't‘phone it in] giving a half-hearted performance that required little, or even no, ef-
fort. If you truly gave it your all and put forth your best effort, then you have nothing to
feel bad about or to be ashamed of.

Whatever you do, do it well and give it your all. The Torah tells us (Shemos 6:9) that
Hashem instructed Moshe to speak to the Jewish people about their soon-to-take-place
redemption, but that, “... [the Jewish people] did not listen to Moshe, because of short-
ness of breath and hard work”. Rabbi Moshe Kurtstag points out that the verse is entirely
out of order: hard work leads to shortness of breath, not the other way around. After a
person exerts himself for a period of time, he eventually needs to pause to catch his
breath. But, in this case, the verse is telling us that the Jewish people were already short
of breath before the hard work even began. The lesson, says Rabbi Kurtstag, is that when
we lack enthusiasm and passion for what we're doing, then everything feels like hard
work and drudgery. The attitude with which we approach things determines the experi-
ence that we'll have.

To put it slightly differently: find the thing you're passionate about and then the work
you do won't feel like work at all. And, perhaps, this is where you'll find you're at a bit of
an advantage to previous generations. Gone are the days of choosing one area of study
and then being pigeon-holed into working in that area for life. With the ways in which
(and the pace at which) the world is changing, you can almost certainly expect to train
and re-train throughout your life, giving you the opportunity to try many different areas
and - hopefully, as a result - increase your chances of stumbling on something you feel
truly passionate about.

Here's hoping you find your passion sooner rather than later and that you never work
a day in your life!

On behalf of everyone here at JL, hearty congratulations to the class of 2015 and best
wishes on your next step, whatever it may be.

And our best wishes also to Heidi Hurwitz and Rachel Falkson, who are leaving JL to
pursue new opportunities. We thank you for your hard work and wish you tremendous
success in your new endeavours.

ROBERT SUSSMAN, EDITOR
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