
M azel tov to Martyn Samuels and the entire Jewish Life team on the 

occasion of the 100th issue of the magazine. In honour of this very 

special event, turn to page 50 and read all about how the magazine 

came to be. It’s an incredible testament to how one man’s dream can 

wind up in! uencing an entire community for the better. I am truly 

blessed to work with this incredibly talented and hard-working team of 

professionals. May the magazine, and the wonderful team behind it, go 

from strength to strength – here’s to another amazing 100 issues!

There’s a post that recently went viral from a New Jersey father, Bob 

Cornelius, about his 11-year-old son, Christopher. While visiting his 

son’s school, Bob noticed a page of questions (see photo inset) that his 

son had been asked to answer. Next to the question: “Some of my friends are,” Christopher 

had answered: “No one”. Although this wasn’t news to Bob, it was the # rst time that he had 

seen it “put down on paper” and it pained him deeply to see it. Bob recalled how Christopher, 

having seen his brothers host many sleepovers over the years, would periodically ask if he 

could host one too, but there was just one problem: there wasn’t anyone to invite. That’s be-

cause Christopher, who has autism, has “never had a ‘real’ friend” in his life. Bob doesn’t point 

# ngers of blame at anyone, making it clear that Christopher’s classmates have “never been 

overtly cruel to him”, that Christopher’s “challenges make it di$  cult for his peers to include 

him”, and that, unfortunately, children are just “not taught to embrace and accept the di% er-

ences of others”. Bob doesn’t pretend to have an answer to the situation: “The reality is that I 

have to rely on the compassion of others to be incredibly understanding in order just to sit 

next to him, attempt to engage him, and make him feel included…Because even though he 

can’t say it, he wants to be included.” 

Don’t we all? And it’s not just those who are dif-

ferent in some way, like Christopher, who can end 

up getting excluded, overlooked, and shut out, 

but it can happen to any of us. 

Consider, for example, Shabbos, a wonderful 

time for family and friends to spend time together, 

but, for many, especially here in South Africa, 

Shabbos can be an incredibly lonely and even 

painful time each week. Whatever the reason – sin-

gle, divorced, loss of loved ones, friends and family 

who emigrated – many people are left without a 

place to go each Shabbos and would gladly wel-

come an invitation, and a chance to enjoy a hot, 

home-cooked meal in the company of others. 

Maybe we can add a new twist to the Shabbos 

Project this year: making an extra special e% ort to 

take note of all of those around us and invite 

someone whom we’ve never had at our Shabbos table before – and with shul attendance on 

the decline, we’ll have to keep an eye out in the many places we # nd ourselves each week.

What could make things even better would be to follow-up that # rst invitation with anoth-

er one afterwards, an open invitation, giving people a real sense that their company is not 

only desired, but expected, letting them know that they always have a place at our table. And 

you’ll # nd there’s a big di% erence between saying, “You’re welcome to join us again next 

week”, and saying, “We’ll expect you next week. If, for whatever reason, you can’t make it, you 

can let us know”. Try it for yourself. While the # rst statement will generally get a response akin 

to, “Thank you, that’s very nice of you, but I wouldn’t want to put you out (or be a burden or 

wear out my welcome)”, the second statement will usually get a response along the lines of, 

“Thank you, that’s very nice of you. What time should I be there?” 

Every Jew deserves a Shabbos table that he can call home, even if it’s 

not in his own home. May we # nd a place for everyone at our table – and 

may no one get left out!

ROBERT SUSSMAN, EDITOR
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