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A closer look at the many signi� cant events that took place during the � rst             two years – 2448 and 2449 – after the exodus from Egypt, including the 
giving of the Torah, which we celebrate on Shavuos I BY ROBERT SUSSMAN

Based primarily upon � e Jewish Timeline Encyclopedia by Rabbi Mattis Kantor, Chumash with Rashi, Seder HaDoros, Seder Olam Rabbah, 
and Midrash Rabbah
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23 ADAR – � e Mishkan was set up for 
the � rst time (for seven days it was set 
up and taken down).

1 NISAN – � e Mishkan was set up and not taken 
down; Aharon’s sons, Nadav and Avihu, died.
15 NISAN – Pesach was celebrated [according to Rashi, 
this was the only time Pesach was celebrated during the 
40 years that the children of Israel wandered in the 
midbar (desert)].  

14 IYAR – Pesach Sheini (aka the Second 
Pesach) – those who were unable to bring their 
Pesach o� ering on Pesach were given a second 
chance to do so.

29 SIVAN – � e twelve Meraglim 
(spies) (see Bamidbar chapters 13 
and 14) were sent to survey the 
land of Israel and its inhabitants 
and report back.

8 AV – � e Meraglim returned 
and gave a bad report about Israel.
9 AV – � at night, the people 
cried over the report of the 
Meraglim and Hashem decreed 
that the generation would not 
enter the land of Israel, instead 
remaining in the midbar for 40 
years. According to some, Korach’s 
rebellion (see Bamidbar chapter 
16) took place soon after this 
(there are other opinions, 
however, that maintain it 
happened at various other times 
both before and after this). JL

2449

25 KISLEV – � e construction of the 
Mishkan was completed (some say it 
was 1 Adar).


